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MINUTES 


Of the Union Baptist Association, Damascus Church, Copiah 
County. 
September 26, 1874. 


The Association met pursuant to adjournment. Upon the 
earnest solicitation of Elder J, A. Snyder, who was appointed 
to preach the introductory sermon, Elder W. D. Mayfield, 
Manager of the Sournern Baptist Pustication Socrery 
preached said sermon, from Matt. tenth chapter fortieth verse. 

After a recess of one hour the Association assembled in the 
house again, and was called to order by the Moderator, Elder 
J. A. Hackett. 

A portion of the Scriptures was read by the Moderator, af- 
ter which Elder 8. Buftkin lead in prayer. 

Brethren A. J. Maxey and A.J. Miller having been ap- 
pointed reading clerks, the letters from the churches were read 
and names of delegates enrolled. 

. The Association then proceeded to the election of officers 
a the ensuing year, which resulted as follows: Elder D. I; 

rser, Moderator; A. J. Miller, Clerk, and E. N. Sumrall, 
Treasurer, 

Brother Purser, upon taking the chair,'made a few appro- 
priate and touching remarks, thanking the brethren for the 
honorable position in which they had placed him, and asking 
their prayerful co-operation, while attempting to discharge the 
duties of the offic». 
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Oa motion, the following order of business was adopted, to- 
wit: 
I. Receive petitions and call for correspondence.” 

IT. Call for reports. 
III. Appoint committees. 
IV. Appoint messengers to corresponding bodies. 
V. Hear reports. 
VI. Adopt letters of correspondence. 
VII. Appoint time and place of next meeting. 
VIII. Adopt resolutions, 
IX. Call roll, read minutes and adjourn. 

On motion, all visiting brethren were invited to seats with 
us. 

Called for petitioning letters—None received. 

Called tor correspgndence—Received as Messengers from 
Strong River Association, Elder .T. Green, R. D. Middleton; 
brethren A. B. Guines and J. J. Lackey. 

From Central Association—Messenger Elder J. L. Pettigrew 
and Brother Frank Granberry. 

From Mississippi Baptist State Convention—Messenger 
Elder J. A. Hackett, President Board of State Mission, and 
Prof. M. T. Martin, Agent Board of Trustees of Mississippi 
College. 

From Mississippi Association—Messenger Elder S. Buffkin, 
with bundle of minutes containing their letter to correspond- 
ing bodies, which, on motion, was read. 


From Bogue Chitto Association—A letter. From Pearl River 





Association. 
On motion, Elder Norvel Robinson was recognized as a 
Messenger. 


From Fair River Associ 
Farish and A. A.-Lomax, w 

On motion, the re 
appoint a committee 

On motion, the 
said committee : 
Wood. 

On motion, 


ation—Messengera, Elders J. R. 
ith bundle of minutes. 

gular order of business was suspended to 
on religious exercise, 

following named brethren were appointed as 
J. Jasper Green, Joseph Dennis and Jos. A. 


the usual committees were appointed. 
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On motion, the committee on Abstracts of Letters was dis- 
pensed with and the clerk instructed to have said abstracts to 
appear in statistical table. 

On motion, a committee on Mississippi College was appoint- 
ed. Also, under same motion, one on Orphan’s 4Iome. 

On motion, a committee on Publication was appointed. 

The committee on Religious Exercises made the following 
partial report: Elder J. A. Hackett to preach missionary ser- 
mon; (agreeable to previous appointment), on Sabbath, at 11 
o'clock a. M.; Elder Norvel Robinson, at 2 p. M., with Elder 8. 
Buffkin as alternate, gnd Elder S. Buffkin at the Baptist 
Church, in Hazlehurst, this (Saturday) evening, at 8 o’clock. 


APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES, 


On Finance—Brethren F. E, Heiway, D. W. Cunningham 
and John Hembey, 

Ministerial Education—Elder I. Il. Anding, Brethren W, 
W. Brown, John Bailes, Elder J, L. Pettigrew requested to ac* 
with committee, / 

Home Missions—lirethren J. M. Griffing, W. W. Davis 
Jos. Price; Elders J. A Hackett, to act with them.’ 

Sunday-Schools—Elder J. Jasper Geeen; Brethren A. J. 
Hodges, A. J. Meaxey, with Elder T. Green to assist them. 

Foreign Missions—Elder J. A. Snyder, Brethren J. E. 
Chiles, W. F. Davis and Elder W. J. David to act with them. 

Orphan’s Home—Elder Joseph J. Green, Brethren L. L. 
Brittain and F, E. Heiway, with Dr. Tucker to act with them. 

Mississippi College—Brethren W. B. Thompson, Richard 
Scott and Stephen Vanvorus, with Prof. M. T. Martin to act: 





, With them. 


Publications—Elder R. H. Purser, Brethren J. Q. Martin 


and Jas. Speilman, with Elder W. D. Wayfield to act with 
them, 


MESSENGERS TO CORRESPONDING BODIES. 


To Mississippi Association—Elders J. A. Snyder, D. L 
Parser and Brother J. M. Griffing. 
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Strong River Association—Elders Nathan Morris, J. Jasper 
Green, Brethren W. W. Miller and William Welch. 

Pearl River Association—Brother Isaac Furr. ' 

Bogue Chitto Association—Brother I. R. Martin. 

Micsissippi Baptist State Convention—Elders Jos, J. Green, 
I. H. Anding, Nathan Morris, D. I. Purser, A. J. Miller, W. F. 
Green, Brethren W. B. Thompson, Wm. Welch, A. C. Thomp- 
son, C. I. Allen, E. N. Sumrall, L. L. Brittain, H. C, MeVey, 
J. F. Purser, C. J. Green, J. P. Hembey, E. W. Brown, J. M. 
Grifting, G. W. Rotch, Isaac Furr and H. H. Segrest. 

Central Association—Elders RK. HL. Purser, Joseph J. Green, 
A. J. Miller, Brethren L. L. Brittain, W. W. Miller, C. I. 
Allen and F. E. Heiway. . 

Fair River Association—Elders J. Jasper Green, R. I. 
Purser, D. I Purser, I. H. Anding, brethren T. R. White- 
head, Isaac Furr, F. E. Heiway and B. F. Buffkin. 

On motion, the report on Mississippi College was made the 
especial order for ten o’clock Monday morning. 

On motion, adjourned to meet again at nine o’clock, Mon- 


day morning. After’ a closing prayer by Elder J. J. White, 
the congregation was dismissed. 


SABBATH EXERCISES, 


At 11 o'clock, a. m., Elder J. A. Hackett preached the mis- 
sionary sermon—text: Matt. fourteenth chapter, part of six- 
teenth verse. “Give ye them to eat.” After which a collec- 
tion was taken up for missionary purposes, amounting to 
$34 11. After a recess of one hour and a half the congrega- 
tion assembled again at the stand and was addressed by Elder 


Norvel Robinson—text, Phil. iii. ¢. 20 21 v. Subject: “The 
believers body.” 


Preaching at night, in Hazlehurst, by 8S. Buffkin—text, 2d 
Tim. 7:14. 


_ 


MONDAY, September 28. 
The Association met pursuant to adjournment, at 9 o'clock, 
A. M, 
Opened with sin 


ging, by the congregation, and prayer by 
Elder W. F. Green 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Report of Committee on Orphan’s Home, read and adopted. 
(See Appendix A.) 

Report of Committee on Mississippi College read and 
adopted.’ (See Appendix B.) 

Pending the adoption of the above report, Prof. M. T. Mar- 
tin made a thrilling speech in behalf of the interests of Mis- 
sissippi College, clearly and forcibly setting before the minds of 
the people, the great importance of endowing the college. 
Brother Lomax followed, with some appropriate remarks, 
which were evidently appreciated. Notes were taken for the 
endowment fund, to the amount of $850 00. 

On motion, the order of business was suspended, 

On motion, Prof. Martin was granted ten minutes to com- 
plete his work for the college. 

On motion, Elder D. I. Purser was requested to represent 
usin the Board of Visitors, at the next annual commence- 
meut of Mississippi College. 

On motion, the resolution which led to the organization of 
4 Sunday-school Institute, in connection with the Association, 
was revoked. 

On motion, adjourned until one o’clock. 

Elder J. L. Pettigrew then preached to a large and atten- 
tive congregation, from John 8:31. 

At the close of the exercises, Elder W. H. Tucker, agent for 
Orphan’s Home Banner, addressed the congregation for a short 


| time—urged the people to take more interest in the orphans 


and to help them by subscribing for the Banner. Several 
names were taken as subscribers. 


MONDAY, September 28, 1 p. mu. 


The Association met. 
Preaching at the stand by Brother Tucker. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES—Continvugp. 


Report of the Executive Board of the Association read and 
referred to the Committee on Home Missions—afterwards 
adopted. (See Appendix C.) . 
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Report of Committee on Home Missions read and adopted. 
(See Appendix D.) 


After the adoption of the above report, a collection and sub. 


* 


- 


pledged by this Association, in 1872, for the support of a min- 
ister in Natchez, said amount having been paid by Brother D. 
J. Purser, then ourmissionary, by this collection and subscrip- 
tion, the Association was enabled to redeem the pledge. 

Brother §. Baffkin, Chairman of Committee on File of 
Minutes, stated that he had, with a few exceptions, succeeded 
in securing a file of minutes of the Association, 

On motion, Brother Buffkin, was entrusted with the busi- 


hess of compiling the minutes, the work to be done in a man- 
ner satisfactory to himself. 


Report of Committee o 
(See Appendix E.) 

Pending the adoption of the above report, Brother May- 
field, in his pleasant manner, clearly set betore our minds the 
advantages accruing to us as a denomination, by patronizing 
the Sournern Baptist Pusication Soctery. 

On motion, adjourned to meet 
o'clock. After prayer by Brothe 
was dismissed, 


n Publications read and adopted. 


to-morrow morning, at pine 
r Hackett, the congregation 


—_—_—— 


TUESDAY, September 29, 9 clock, A. M, 


The Association met pursuant to adjournment. 


Upened by singing, also prayer by Brother L. H. Tillman, 
after which the Association was declared ready for business. 

Report of Committee on Ministerial Education read and 
adopted. (See Appendix F.) 

Report of Committee 
Appendix G.) 

Report of Committee of Sunday 
See Appendix H.) 
' Report of Commit 
(See Appendix L) 


Pending the adoption of the aboye report, Brother W. J. 


on Finance read and adopted. (See 
schools, read and adopted. 


tee on Foreign Missions read and adoptéd. 
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David was introduced and made a feeling speech with regard 
to the heathens of Africa, to whom he expects soon to break 
the bread of life. Several responded to his call for help. 
_ On motion, the report was amended by inserting the word, 
request, before the word pastor, in the first resolution, and aleo 
before the word church in the second. 
On motion, Brother Furr was granted leave of absence. 
On motion, the Clerk was instructed to have the minutes 
printed at the Sournern Baptist Pusiicatron Society, pro- 
vided he could have it done as cheap there as elsewhere. 
Report of Committee on Religious Exercises read and adopt- 
ed. (See Appendix J.) 


TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING. 


Un motion, the churches petitioning for the Association were 
taken up in alphabetical order and voted upon. Spring Hill 
having received the highest, number of votes, on motion, was 
unanimously adopted as the place of next meeting. 

Time—On Saturday, before the fourth Sabbath in Septem- 
ber, 1875. 


MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS, 


On motion, the custom as heretofore practiced by tne Asso- 
ciation, in appointing an alternate for the introductory ser- 
mon, was suspended. 

On motion of Brother W. F. Green, 

Resolved, That the Clerk prepare and have published in our min- 
utes, a letter of correspondence to all the bodies with whom we 
correspond. 

On motion of Brother W. F. Green, 3; 
| Resolved, That the organizution and abstract of the minutes of 
the Union Baptist Sunday-school Convention, be published in-our 
minutes. 

On motion, Daas 

Resolved, That the annual convention of this Association, in the 
future, be on Thursday, before the fourth Sabbath in September. 

On motion, an amendment was offered to this resolution, by 
inserting Friday instead of Thursday, but after remarks on 
both the resolution and amendment, on motion, both were laid 


on the table. 
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On motion of Brother J. Jasper Green, 


Resolved, That the Clerk attend to the printing and distribution 
of the minutes, that he be allowed twenty-five dullars for his ser- 
vices, and that the Treasurer be authorized to pay the same, 


On motion of Brother J. Jasper Green, 

Resolved, That the thanks of this body are due and are kindly 
tendered to Damascus and Hazlehurst churches and friends, for the 
generous hospitality extended to us during this session of our As- 
sociation. 

Un motion, a committee was appointed on nominations, con- 
sisting of Elders W. F. Green, J. Jasper Green and Brother 
E. N. Sumrall. 

On motion, Prof. Martin was allowed to speak on a subject 
of his own chosing. ‘ 

Report of Committee on Nomi iations read and adopted. 
(See Appendix K.) 


CORRESPONDING LETTER. 


T'he Union Baptist Association to her Sister Associations, Sendeth 

Greeting : | 

Dear Breturen: By the blessings of our Heavenly Father, 
we were permitted to hold our Fifty-fourth Anniversary with 
Damascus Church, Copiah county, Mississippi. Our meeting 
was more harmonious than has been for years past. A gene- 
ral good feeling prevailed, and we trust much good was done 
in the furtherance of our Master’s Kingdom upon earth. 
With very few exceptions our churches were all represented, 
several of which had enjoyed revival seasons. Some, however, 
had grown cold in the Master’s service, consequently reported 
a declension of religious interest. We regret to say that there 
has not been that zeal manifested in the ‘mission work within 
the bounds of our Association this year as was last. Brethren, 
let us, as associations, awake from the slumber into which 
mpcany of us have fallen—awake to a proper realization of the 
duties required at our hands, then we shall see the cause we 
profess to love not only built up and strengthened in, our 
own land but also winging its way to the regions beyond. 
We welcomed among us Messengers from several of our sister 
associations, also from the Baptist State Convention, with all 
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of whom we desire to continue correspondence and send this 
by our Messenger. 

May the Lord ever guide and direct us. 

A. J. MILLER, Clerk. 

On motion, dispensed with calling the roll. 

Called for the reading of the minutes, after which they were 
adopted. 

On motion, adjourned to meet with Spring Hill Church, on 
Saturday, before the fourth Sabbath in September, A. D., 1875. 
The brethren then sang an appropriate hymn, gave each other 
the parting hand, and knelt in prayer with Brother W. J. 
David, after which the congregation was dismissed. 

D. I. PURSER. Moderator. 

A. J. MILLER, Clerk. 











APPENDIX. 
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[Appendix A.] 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ORPRANS HOME. 
Your Committee begs leave to submit the follow 
phan’s Home, now under the superintendence of our beloved 
Brother, Elder R. N, Hall, we regard as in every way worthy of 
our prayers and contributions: and with the present superintend- 
ence and management, we may pronounce it beyond all doubt a 
grand success. It has already become very nearly self-sustaining, 
and seeks to become quite so. And to this end, it is the desire of 
the Board of Managers to put in successful Operation, at an early 
day, a good grist-mill, in addition to the large farm, good gin, and 
the Orphan’s Home Banner already in Operation, to the great benefit 
of the Home. And it is for the payment of this mi l, as well as 
some other indebtedness of the Board of Managers, that we would 
bespeak the pecuniary aid of all our brethren and churches, A 
small contribution from all the churches in the State, would put the 
Home on a permanent and hopeful basis. We would therefore re- 
commend that all our churches forward something at an early day 
to the Superintendent of the Home; and that they also bestie 
themselves to circulate the Orphan's Home Banner in behalf of the 

many little orphans now at the Home. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOSEPH J. GREEN, Chairman. 


[ Appendix B 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE. 


Your Committee on Mississippi College asks leave to submit the 
following: We are glad to be able to report a continued and in- 
creased prosperity of the College. The school opens this year with 
& full corps of professors and a goodly number of pupils, We be- 
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lieve the new plan of organizing the College into separate schools 
will add greatly to its material interests and literary success. We 
also regard, with pleasure, the proposed addition of a theological 
department, where our young ministers may be more thoroughly 
prepared for their great work. The successful efforts of Prof. Mar- 
tin in raising an endowment for Mississippi College, is an occasion 
of devout gratitude to the Giver of all good; and for the advance- 
ment of this a! interest of our College, we hereby pledge onr- 
selves to do what we can to increase this endowment to $100,000, 
and for that purpose invite the agent to visit all our churches and 
give our people an opportunity to contribute, We see in the min- 
utes of our State Convention a resolution inviting each Associa- 
tion in the State to appoint one of its members to attend the An- 
nual Commencement, at Clinton, to constitute a Board of Visitors. 
Therefore, we recommend the appointment of one of our brethren 
for that purpose, 
Respectfully sub:nitted, 
W. B. THOMPSON, Chairman. 


[ Appendix C} 
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE ASSOCIA. 
TION. 


The Executive Board appointed at the last meeting of this As- 
sociation, would submit the following as its report: The Board has 
done nothing within the last year but hold a few formal meetings, 
write letters and make appeals to the churches in behalf of our 
unpaid missionaries. All that we can report at this time is an in- 
debtedness of $309—8$75 of which is due to the State Board and 

234 to our missionaries. And if we include the sum of $190 
pledged by this Association, at a forni€r meeting, to assist the 
cause in the city of Natchez, our indebtedness would amount to the 
sum of $499. At the last session of this body there was ie 
the sum of $320, of which about $51 has been collected and applieu 
to the reduction of our indebtedness, leaving the sum of $269 in 
unpaid pledges. The Board has not been able to collect any more 
of these pledges, for the want of an agent to put in the field for 
that purpose. Seeing that we are not able, for the want of ade- 
quate agencies, to prosecute our mission work, we would suggest 
to the Association to enter into a close and practical co-operation 
with the State Mission Board of the Mississippi Baptist State Con- 
vention, for the successful prosecution of our mission work. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. A. HACKETT, Chairman. 


[Appendix D.] 
REPORT ON HOME MISSIONS. 


Your Committee on Home Missions would beg leave to report . 


the following: Very little has been done for the cause of Home 
Missions, within our bounds, within the past year, the want of 
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money being the cause. That there is destitution accompanied 
with the Macedonian cry, no intelligent member of our bo y will 
deny; indeed, the great majority of the inhabitants within our 
bounds are without the knowledge of pure gospel truth. We are 


ast entered upon the work of missions as its legitimate field, that 
the work has been committed to a Board, located at Crystal 
Springs, and composed of many of our most judicious brethren, 
some of whom are within our own bounds. his Board has em- 
ployed for an active prosecution of the work, Elder T. J. Walne, 
one of our most successful pastors, as Corresponding Secretary and 
General Business Manager, and Elder R. A. assey, another of our 
choice preachers, gas State Evangelist and General Agent. These 
brethren, we are told, are meeting with remarkable success, and ere 
long will have the work fully organized. The plan of the Board is 
to secure the co-operation of all the associations, and thus com- 
bine all of our denominational power in the cultivation of the 
Home Mission field of the State. Beligving that this State enter- 

rise is destined under God to fruit out in glorious results, and that 
it will be to our interest, and God’s glory, for us to co-operate with 
the State Board, we would recommend the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

1. Be it resolved, That this body pay its debts, 

2. That we continue a Missionary Board within our bounds. 

3. That our Executive Board be instructed to enter into the 
closest possible co-operation with the State Board, and that all of 
our mission work be done through that Board. 

4. That we most cordially invite the Corresponding Secretary 
and agents of the Board, to visit our churches and awaken a deeper 
interest on the subject of ‘missions among our people. 

5. That we recommend that the ministers and churches compo- 
sing our body reflect that it was by missionary labor that we all 
enjoy our present status in the kingdom of ‘our glorious Re- 
deemer. 

6. That we hereby pledge ourselves to pray for the divine bless- 
ing to rest upon the Board, together with their agents, mission- 
aries and instrumentalities, that all things may be done according 
to the Master’s will, and that a success worthy of His name and 
Cause may crown all their efforts. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. M. GRIFFING, Chairman. 


(Appendix E.] 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS. 

Your Committee would respectfully report the following: We 
believe that Tue Baptist, published at Memphis, is a true exponent 
of bible truth, and would therefore recommend it to all lovers of 
the same, It having stood for the past quarter of a century, as wo 
think, == the only scriptural basis, and daring at all times, in sun 
and shade, to declare the truth as revealed by Christ. We would 
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also recommend Ford’s Christian Repository as an organ well worth 
of our patronage; also Kind Words and the Baptist Teacher as ex. 
cellent helps in moving forward tho reat Sunday-school work. 
The Southern Baptist Pustication odteey. to the endowment 
of which Mississippi Baptists have contributed so largely, is worthy 
of support, The churches would do well, we think, to buy all 
books or Sunday-school literature from this Society, and thus help 
to build up a book concern in the South. Those who agree with 
this Sentiment can send all orders for books, etc., to W. D. May- 
field, Memphis, Tenn, : 

The Society, we are informed, can now furnish uny book needed 
by the churches, Respectfully submitted, 

R. H. PURSER, Chairman. 


[Appendix F.} 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MINISTERIAL EDUCATION. 


We are again required to present a report on the subject of Min- 
isterial Education, but wherefore? Can it be a mere formal ser- 
vice into which we have fallerc—a service through which we hope 
to be regarded as not utterly ignoring the importance of this great 
work, when at the same time our hearts are not enlisted in it? If 
this be the case, let us not further encumber our minutes with such 
unprofitable reports. Surely we have a nobler object in view than 
that of arousing and increasing the interest of our brethren in a 
work among the most important to our denomination. A work 
which the present age demands—that of educating our ministry. 

We rejoice to report that educational facilities for roan minis- 
ters have never been better in our State than at present. With an 
institution of learning, such as Mississippi College, which is second 
to none in our land, a faculty of the first grade in scholarship, and 
an arrangement by which young ministers may obtain board, at the 
rate of ten dollars per month, will doubtless induce many of them 
to go to the school of the prophets. Indeed, many applications 
have already been made, and the average attendance of young 
ministérs for the following year, bids fair to equal, if not excee 
that of any previous year. Nevertheless, the hearts of some are 
made sad at the thought that there is no hope to them of return- 
ing to school on account of a lack of means. Shall we suffer these 
young brethren thus to be crippled in their educational pursuits, 
when God in his great love, has given us the means to aid them? 

Brethren, the interests of our beloved Zion call loudly on us for 
an educated ministry. We want strong men—“workmen that 
need not be ashamed,” ministers of “sound speech that cannot be 
condemned.”. Shall we have them? ; soa ; 

We would urge upon the churches in our bounds the becessity of 
something being done in this great work, if we denominationally, 
would keep pace with the age, or even attain to the intellectual 
Strength of sister associations. 


R tfully submitted, 
ae ANDING, Chairman. 
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(Appendix G.] 
REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


Your Committee begs leave to report as follows: We have ex. 
amined the Treasurer's report, with accompanying vouchers, and 
find it correct. (See Treasurer’s report accompanying.) We have 
received, as sent up by the churches, for all purposes, 8113 35; col- 
lected on Sabbath, at the close of morning service, for missionary 
purposes, 834 11, and $136 15 on pledges made by the Association, 
at Bethlehem Church, in 1872. 

: Respectfully submitted, 
F. E. HEIWAY, Chairman, 


TREASURER’S REPORT, SEPTEMBER, 1874. 


E. N. Sumrall in account with Union Baptist Association : 
RECEIPTS. 
To amount of balance on hand......ce..c..0000....... $ 6 40 
To amount sent up by churches......... Gr abbeseuwe ese 334 05 
To amount collected on Sabbath...... 67 60 


To amount collected on Monday for Orph. Home.. 21 20 
To amount of L. F. Birdsing for Bethany Church.. 15 00 
This amount Bethany Chureh.......0...0 ccc... 9 00 
This amount New Hope Church....................... 1 00 
This amount New Zien Church 





Seles Selsevea'sddecesbadevees 3 00 
$457 25 
EXPENDITURES. 

By amount paid D. I. Parser... cccecccsccseocss.... $100 00 
&“ 6 be Bh PAINE icccsciissdcieegceccc., 100 00 
&« ‘ sy MMM aa Sires seth cee 20 00 
&“ it fe eno ARM dia nd hie tirg oe eo 21 20 
“ ‘ “ for printing minutes............._. 56 00 

ais ‘ Se Be BOE ig sicdevctovsertadiac 25 00 
‘“ ‘ “ _R. H. Purser.....; Meeisismerscs tices: 3 00 
“ ‘ Po DED PM tea jee 67 00 


$392 80 








Balance on hand............: paid SA CRRolps Wid’ buseiacacs $64 45 


E. N. SUM RALL, Treasurer. 
[Appendix H,] 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 
Your Committee would beg leave to submit the following: We 
are glad to be able to report that the interest in the Sabbath-school 
work within the bounds of the Association, since our last meeting, 
has been very encouraging. We are .glad to report eleven live 
working Sunday-schools, with an efficient corps of officers and 
teachers, well supplied with literature of the best character. We 


are very sorry to report eight churches that have no Sunday- 
schools. Our experience jin the Sunday-school work, forces us to 
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of its mission, as the means of evangelizing the world, and would 
earnestly and prayerfully urge every church that has not an or. 
gue Sunday-school to proceed at once and commence the good 
work, 


Respectfully submitted. it A. J. MAXEY, Chairman. 


[Appendix I] 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN MISSIONS, 


Your committee asks to submit the following report : 

The great head of the church said: “Go ye into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature.” ‘Though the commission 
was given to his disciples then present, yet they stood as representa- 
tives of the church, and hence it is just as binding on Christians of 
to-day as it was upon them; not only because obedience to the com- 
mand of Christ requires it, but the Spirit of missions is essentially 
the spirit of christianity. No one can have the spirit of Christ and 
not desire every creature to have the gospel. The Christian should 
ever keep this fact before him, that “the field is the world,” and 
that it is his duty to help cultivate it. He who does not help to 
sow the seed into all the world is in that respect a negligent and 
unfaithful servant; but we are rejoiced to know that the Foreign 
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention have several 
men and women earnestly engaged in ‘this glorious work of preach- 
ing the gospel in heathen lands. Perhaps it would be well for us 
to meditate upon the success of our Northern brethren in their 
tields of labor, and thereby have our hearts encouraged. They have 
been so successful among the Burmahs, Kearens and Tellegoos, that 
they have now their col eges and theological seminaries preparing 
the natives for the work of evangelizing their own land. —_ In other 
parts of India not yet, mentioned, Japan, China and elsewhere, 
they are meeting with much encouragement. Our own devoted 
men and women in China are doing, perhaps, in the eyes of some 
people, a slow, but, we believe, a sure and noble work. They have 
a few churches and several stations, and several professed fol owers 
of Christ, who are also now telling the story of the Cross to their 
fellow men, , 

In Italy, ‘Brother Taylor and’ others are doing a great work 
under the shadow of the seat of Rome. That lan which has long 
been under the baneful influence and curse of Romanism, 1s now 
stretching forth her hand to receive the truth as it is in Christ 
Jesus, : 

The work which, at one day was carried forward by our mis- 
sionaries beneath the burning zone of Africa, is now suspended, 
and those sable sons and daughters of Ham are in still darker igno- 
rance of all that concerns them as sinful and immortal creatures. 
Shall it be that those men and women for whom our Savior gave 
His precious blood shall never know of His love? Shall it be that 
one hundred. and fifty millions of inhabitants of Africa will be 
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given up to idolatry, sin, death and Perdition because we will not 
send them the gospel? The Board of Foreign Missions desires to 
answer negatively, but before this can be done the churches must 
sound aloud the same negative until it shall echo and re-echo from 
every Christian heart. When the followers of Christ do thus speak 
with their sympathies, prayers and contributions, then the work in 
this unfortunate land shall be resumed and carried forward as our 
Master would have it uone.. The Board of Foreign Missions have 
three men under appointment to begin this work, when the 
churches come to its help. 

One of them is in our midst to-day to solicit our sympathies and 
aid in the work of our Lord. Let each of us consider our personal 
‘obligations and responsibilities to the heathen and to God; and ask 
ourselves how much of the blood of these benighted souls will be 
upon our ents, when we appear before the assembled universe. 

ow much, Oh Lord! how much! 

e would recommend the adoption of the following resolutions: 

1, Resolved, That the pastor o each church, composing this As- 
sociation, be requested, y word and example, to urge the flocks 
over which the oly Ghost hath made him Overseer, to cultivate a 
spirit of oe Missions. 

2. Resolved, That each church be requested to adopt a syste- 
matic method rT which each member may contribute something to 
the support of oreign Missions, and that these funds be reported 
to our next Association, when they shall be forwarded to our Mis- 
sion Board, at Richmond, Va. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. A. SNYDER, Chairman. 


[Appendix J. 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RELIGIOUS EXERCISES. 


Your committee would report the following: Eld. W. F. Green 
to preach the next introductory sermon. 
tfully submitted, 
J. A. WOOD, Chairman. 


(Appendix K.} 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATION 8. 


Your committee would offer the following: the brethren herein 
named will constitute the Executive Board of this Association: L, 
L. Brittain, W. F. Green, R. H. Purser, F. E. Heiwa , ©. J. Green, 
and J. C. Pitts, together with the officers of this body.4 

Respectfull submitted, 
W. F. GREEN, Chairman. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


—oF THE— 


SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION 


——OF THE—— 


UNION ASSOCIATION. 


The Convention was called to order by Elder J..A Hacket. 
Brother W. F. Green was requested to-act as Moderator, and~ 
A. J. Maxey, Secretary. 

On motion, a committee consisting of Brothers L. L. Brit- 
tain, J. J. Green and D. I. Purser, was appointed to prepare a 
Constitution. 

On motion, the officers were elected by acclamation, which 
resulted as follows: J.J. Green, President; D. L Purser, L 
L. Brittain, I. H. Anding, W. B. Thompson, Vice-Presidents 
A. J. Maxey, Secretary, and W. F. Green, Treasurer. 

On motion, the Constitution was adopted. 

On motion, the Secretary was requested to procure blam re- 
ports for the different Sunday-schools in the Convention 

On motion, that the Association be requested to publsb the 
Constitution and proceedings of the Sunday-school Sonven- 
tion, with the minutes of the same, and append to the minutes 
of the Association. 

On motion, adjourned to meet with the Spriag Hill Baptist 
Charch, Copiah county, Mississippi, Saturday, before - fifth 


Sunday i in November, 1874. : 
A. J. MAXEY, Secretary. 












CONSTITUTIC 


SS . 


I. This organization shall be knowfi as the 
vention of the “ Union Baptiy Association.” 

II. Its motto shall be a Sunday-school! in every church and 
titute neighborhood. 

Ill. The membership of this body shall consist of all recognized 
ministers and officers and teachers of Sunday-schools within our 
bounds gale they be members of Baptist churches, 

IV. The officers of this body shall be a President, four Vice. 
Presidents, a Secretary and Treasurer, 

DUTIES OF OFFICERS. 

V. It shall be the duty of the Preside 
usual] uired by presiding officers, 

all be de 


Sunday school Con. 


des- 


nt to perform the duties a combi 


for a pr 

Its the duty of the Vice- Presidents to assist the Presi- and ord 
dent in the discharge of his duties, and to preside in his absence. tion upo 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep a proper record of’ 
all proceedings of the body and conduct all necessary correspond- 
ence. 

It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive all monies be- * Ist. M 
longing to this Convention, and disburse the same upon the order Holy Gh 
of the Convention. 2d. W 

The officers of this Convention shall constitute an Executive were giv 
Committee to arrange and provide for all necessary business. and prac 

The officers of this Convention shall be elected annually by a _ 3d. WwW 
majority of the members present. in the im 

PLAN OF WORK. aes 

VI. It shall be the duty of this Convention to encourage, as far 4th. Vi 
ss possible, the organization of good Sunday-schools, and to provide ing love 
for a Sunday-school institute to be held in connection wit every the work 
meeting. and bein, 

THE TIMES OF MEETING. puted to 

VII. This Convention shall meet annually in connection with the unto salv 
meeting of the Union Association, and in the interim as often as the 5th. W 
oxigonenes of the case may require. the man | 

Ill. This Constitution may be changed or amended at any justice, in 
meeting of the body, by the vote of a majority of the members blood, re 
present. they mig! 

IX. Five members shall Constitute a quorum for the transaction 6th. 
of businces, ° : low after 

X. This Convention ‘shall be auxilliary in all its work to the that all be 
Board ef State Missions of the Mi 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH 
OF THE 


UNION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 


ADOPTED AT THE FIRST SESSION, SEPTEMBER 18, 1820 





PREAMBLE. 


k, the churches of Jesus Christ, who have been regularly ba 
tized dpon a profession of our faith, are convinced of the utility of 
acombihation of churches, and of maintaining a correspondence 
for a preservation of our anion among churches of the same faith 
and order, We, therefore, agree to form ourselves into an Associa- 
tion upon thefollowing principles, viz: 


ARTICLES OF FAITH. 


* Ist. We believe it\onr TRIUNE Gop—the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Ghost—the samy in essence—equal in power and glory. 

2d. We believe the scriptures of the OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT 
were given by the inspiration of God, and are the only rule of fuith 
and practice. \: 

3d. We believe in the fall ef Adam from his original rectitude— 
in the imputation of his sins to all his posterity—in the total de- 
pravity of human nature, and id man’s inability to restore himself 
to the favor of God. : 

4th. We believe that God hath loved his people with an everlast- 
ing love ;' that He chose them in Christ before the foundation of 
the world; that he ealleth them with\y holy and effectual calling, 
and being justified alone through the ri hteousness of Christ, im- 
puted to them, they are-kept by the power of God, through faith 
unto salvation. \ 

5th. We believe there is one. Mediator between God and man— 
the man Christ Jesus, who, by the satistaction\he made to law and 
justice, in becoming an offering for sin, hath, by\his most precious 
blood, redeemed the elect from under the curseof the law, that 
they might be holy and without blame before Him Ya love. 

6th. We believe that good works are the fruits of fgith, and fol- 
low after justification, and are evidences of a gracious state ; and 
that all believers are bound to obey every command of\God trom 
4 principle of Love. 
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7th. We believe in the resurrection of the Dead, and a general 
judgment; that the arte of the righteous, and the punish- 
ment of the wicked, wil everlasting. 


GOSPEL ORDER. 


Ist. We believe that a church of Jesus Christ is a congregation 
of immersed believers who have given themselves to the Lord, and 
to one another by the will of God, and have covenanted to keep up 
a godly discipline, agreeable to the rules of the gospel. 

2d. We believe that Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church— 
the only law yiver, and that the government is with the church. 

34. That Baptism and the Lord’s supper are the gospel ordi- 
nances, appointed by Jesus Christ, and are to be continued in the 
Church until his seeond coming. 

4th, That the immersion of the body in water, in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is the ouly 
scriptural baptism, as taught by Christ and his Apostles. 

Sth. That none bat regularly baptized church members, who 
live a holy life, have a right to partake of the Lord’s supper. 

6th. That it is the privilege and duty of all believers to make a 
public profession of their faith by submitting themselves as sub- 
jects of baptism and as members of the visible church, 

7th. That it is the duty of every regularly organized church to 
expel from her communion all disorderly and immoral members, 
or those who hold doctrines contrary to the scriptures, 


RULES OF DECORUM. 


1st. Those delegates who are regularly chosen by the churches, 
in our Union, shall compose the Association. 

2d. The delegates so chosen shall produce letters from their 
respective churches, certifying their appointment, together with 
the number in fellowship; those baptized; received by letter ; re- 
stored ; dismissed ; excommunicated and dead, since the last Asso- 
ciation. 

3d. The delegates thus chosen and convened shall be denomi- 
nated the “Union Baptist Association.” 

4th. The Association shall have a Moderator, Clerk and Treas- 
urer, who shall be annually chosen by a majority of the members 
present, who shall hold their offices until thcir successors are 
elected. 

5th. If new churches desire to be admitted into this Union they 
shall petition by letter and delegates. If received, the Moderator 
shall extend to the delegates the right hand of fellowship. The 
Association shall always have the power to receive or reject appli- 
cants for membership. 

6th. No church in this Union shall have a right to more than 
three delegates unless she shall exceed one hundred members, then 
she shall bave a right to an additional delegate for every additional 
fifty members. ; 

7th. Every query sent to the Association by any church in the 
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Union, shall be read and put toa vote by the Moderator whether it 
shall be debated; and if there shall be a majority for it, it shall be 
taken up and investigated ; provided always, that those be first 
considered, which affect the union of the churches 

8th. Every motion made and seconded shall be taken up by the 
Association, except it be withdrawn by the person who made it. 
Ith. Only one person shall speak at once: who Shall arise from 
his feet and address the Moderator. 


10th. The person thus speaking shall not be interrupted except 


he depart from the subject, break the rules of decoyum, or cast re- 
flections upon a brother. in which case he shall be immediately 
called to order by the Moderator, . 

11th. No person shall speak more than twice on the 
ject, without leave of the Moderator. 

12th. No brother shall finally de 
out leave of the Association, 

13th. All reports to this body shall be sent up in writing, 

14th. The Moderator shall have the liberty of speaking on any 
question that may be debated, provided the chair be previously 
filled, but shall only have the privilege of voting when the Asso. 
ciation is equally divided, 

15th. The names of the delegates shall be enrolled by the Clerk, 
and called over as often as the’Association deems expedient 

16th. We think it actually necessary to have an Association 
Fand for defraying the expenses of the same; for the raising and 
supporting of which we think‘ it the duty of each church in the 
Union to contribute such sums as it may think proper, and send 
them by their delegates to the Association, and the money thus 
contributed by the churches, shall be deposited in the hands of the 
Treasurer, by the Association appointed, who shall be accountable 


same sub. 


part from the conference with- 


to the Association for all the money by him received, and paid out 


according to the direction of the same. 


17th. The name of no delegate shall appear upon the minutes of 
this Association, who absents himself before adjournment without 
leave of the Association. 

18th: The minutes of the Association shall be read and corrected 


if necessary, and signed by the Moderator ahd Clerk, before the 
Association rise. 
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